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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

• An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
applicant's representative, GREGORY WEAVER, on 06/20/07. 

• In the Claims filed on 04/09/2007, please: 

REPLACE claims 1, 2, 4-12; 17, 18, 36, 37, 39-47, 52, 53, 71, 119 and 120 with the 
following claims 1, 2, 4-12, 17, 18, 36, 37, 39-47, 52, 53, 71, 1 19 and 120 (without strike- 
through and underlining markings). 

1 . A method of browsing electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of the 
resources, said method comprising the steps of: 

generating descriptions of the electronically-accessible resources, the generated 
descriptions being separate from the content of the resources and comprising descriptor 
components classified as either table-of-contents descriptor components or index descriptor 
components, each said table-of-contents descriptor component having a link to a corresponding 
portion of the electronically-accessible resources; 

displaying items for selection, each displayed item corresponding to a table-of-contents 
descriptor component of a generated description; 

receiving a selection of one or more of said displayed items; 

displaying further items for selection, the further items corresponding to index descriptor 
components that are associated with one or more table-of-contents descriptor components 
corresponding to the selected one or more of said displayed items; 

receiving a selection of one of said displayed further items; 

providing a representative value associated with said selected further item; 
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forming a query from the index descriptor component corresponding to said selected one 
of said displayed further items and said provided representative value; 

searching said generated descriptions to return one or more table-of-contents descriptor 
components that satisfy said query and are contained in the one or more table-of-contents 
descriptor components corresponding to the selected one or more of said displayed items; and 

displaying for selection one or more still further items corresponding to said returned one 
or more table-of-contents descriptor components. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein each generated description is represented 
in a tree of descriptor components, and one or more of the descriptor components have descriptor 
components as descendants. 

4. The method as claimed in claim 1, comprising the further step of viewing, in response 
to a selection of one of said still further displayed items, the portion of the electronically- 
accessible resources corresponding to a returned table-of-contents descriptor component linked to 
by the selected one of said still further displayed items. 

5. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the descriptions of the electronically- 
accessible resources are generated using a description scheme as a template, and the description 
scheme uses a declarative description definition language which contains definitions for 
descriptor components of the generated descriptions of the electronically-accessible resources. 

6. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the attributes of the descriptor components 
are defined in the description scheme. 

7. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the attributes of the descriptor components 
are persistent items of the description scheme. 

8. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the attributes of the descriptor components 
are instantiated by an application when required. 
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9. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the attributes of the descriptor components 
are instantiated using a rule that is associated with the description scheme. 

10. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the electronically-accessible resources 
comprise digital audiovisual content. 

1 1 . The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the electronically-accessible resources 
comprise an electronic document or resource available over the World Wide Web. 

12. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the electronically-accessible resources 
comprise information about an electronic device. 

1 7. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a descriptor component is classified to be 
a table-of-contents descriptor if the descriptor component contains a reference to a resource or a 
section of a resource. 

1 8. The method as claimed in claim 1 7, wherein a descriptor component is classified to 
be an index descriptor if the descriptor component is not classified to be a table-of-contents 
descriptor. 

36. An apparatus for browsing electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of 
the resources, said apparatus comprising: 
a processor; 

means for generating descriptions of the electronically-accessible resources, the 
generated descriptions being separate from the content of the resources and comprising descriptor 
components classified as either table-of-contents descriptor components or index descriptor 
components, each said table-of-contents descriptor component having a link to a corresponding 
portion of the electronically-accessible resources; 

means for displaying items for selection, each displayed item corresponding to a table-of- 
contents descriptor component of a generated description; 

means for receiving a selection of one or more of said displayed items; 
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means for displaying further items for selection, the further items corresponding to index 
descriptor components that are associated with the one or more table-of-contents descriptor 
components corresponding to the selected one or more of said displayed items; 

means for receiving a selection of one of said displayed further items; 

means for providing a representative value associated with said selected further item; 

means for forming a query from the index descriptor component corresponding to said 
selected one of said displayed further items and said provided representative value; 

means for searching said generated descriptions to return one or more table-of-contents 
descriptor components that satisfy said query and are contained in the one or more table-of- 
contents descriptor components corresponding to the selected one or more of said displayed 
items; and 

means for displaying for selection one or more still further items corresponding to said 
returned one or more table-of-contents descriptor components. 

37. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein said means for generating the 
descriptions represents each description in a tree of descriptor components, and one or more of 
the descriptor components have descriptor components as descendants. 

39. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, further comprising viewing means for 
viewing, in response to a selection of one of said still further displayed items, the portion of the 
electronically-accessible resources corresponding to a returned table-of-contents descriptor 
component linked to by the selected one of said still further displayed item. 

40. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the descriptions of the electronically- 
accessible resources are provided using a description scheme as a template, and the description 
scheme uses a declarative description definition language which contains definitions for 
descriptor components of the descriptions of the resources. 

41 . The apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein the attributes of the descriptor 
components are defined in the description scheme. 
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42. The apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein the attributes of the descriptor 
components are persistent items of the description scheme. 

43. The apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein the attributes of the descriptor 
components are instantiated by an application when required. 

44. The apparatus as claimed in claim 43, wherein the attributes of the descriptor 
components are instantiated using a rule that is associated with the description scheme. 

45. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the electronically-accessible resources 
comprise digital audiovisual content. 

46. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the electronically-accessible resources 
comprise an electronic document or resource available over the World Wide Web. 

47. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the electronically-accessible resources 
comprise information about an electronic device. 

52. The apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein a descriptor component is classified to 
be a table-of-contents descriptor if the descriptor component contains a reference to a resource or 
a section of a resource. 

53. The apparatus as claimed in claim 52, wherein a descriptor component is classified to 
be an index descriptor if the descriptor component is not classified to be a table-of-contents 
descriptor. 

71 . A computer storage medium, having a computer program recorded thereon, where 
the program is executable to perform a procedure for browsing electronically-accessible resources 
using descriptions of the resources, said computer program comprising: 

code for generating descriptions of the electronically-accessible resources, the generated 
descriptions being separate from the content of the resources and comprising descriptor 
components classified as either table-of-contents descriptor components or index descriptor 
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components, each said table-of-contents descriptor component having a link to a corresponding 
portion of the electronically-accessible resources; 

code for displaying items for selection, each displayed item corresponding to a table-of- 
contents descriptor component of a generated description; 

code for receiving a selection of one or more of said displayed items; 

code for displaying further items for selection, the further items corresponding to index 
descriptor components that are associated with the one or more table-of-contents descriptor 
components corresponding to the selected one or more of said displayed items; 

code for receiving a selection of one of said displayed further items; 

code for providing a representative value associated with said selected further item; 

code for forming a query trom the index descriptor component corresponding to said 
selected one of said displayed further items and said provided representative value; 

code for searching said generated descriptions to return one or more table-of-contents 
descriptor components that satisfy said query and are contained in the one or more table-of- 
contents descriptor components corresponding to the selected one or more of said displayed 
items; and 

code for displaying for selection one or more still further items corresponding to said 
returned one or more table-of-contents descriptor components. 

1 19. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the corresponding portion of the 
electronically-accessible resources is a spatially localized extent of the resources. 

120. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the corresponding portion of the 
electronically-accessible resources is a temporally localized extent of the resources. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Prior arts of record do not render obvious, nor anticipate the combination of claimed 

elements including the technique of generating descriptions of the electronically-accessible resources, the 
generated descriptions being separate from the content of the resources and comprising descriptor components 
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classified as either table-of-contents descriptor components or index descriptor components, each said table-of- 
contents descriptor component having a link to a corresponding portion of the electronically-accessible resources 
and displaying for selection one or more still further items corresponding to said returned one or more table-of- 
contents descriptor components as recited in claims 1, 36 and 71. Thus, claims 1, 36 and 71 are 
allowed. Dependent claims 2, 4-12, 17, 18, 37, 39-47, 52, 53, 119 and 120 are allowed at least 
by virtue of their dependencies from claims 1 and 36. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to HUNG Q. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-4040. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM T. VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HUNG Q PHAM 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2168 

June 21. 2007 



